Middlesex County Vocational and Technical Schools
Piscataway Campus
Course Syllabus – Environmental Science

	Class Information:
	Teacher Information:

	Period: A Day 1

             B Day 2A/2B
	Name: Ms. Cathy Fraser

	Class Location: Room C-160
	Email: fraserc@mcvts.net



Course Description: 
Students in high school will develop understanding of four key areas in environmental science; they are:

1. Earth’s Active and Tumultuous Geological History

2. Earth’s Many Dynamic, Interrelated Systems

3. Earth’s Continually Changing Climate Systems

4. Anthropogenic Issues and Remediation in Our Quest for a Sustainable World                                                                       
Textbook:


Arms, K. (2008).  Environmental Science.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston

             Students may borrow a textbook if needed.
Class Website:

I will use the class website to post assignments, class information and other useful resources.

cfraserscience.weebly.com

Google Classroom:

All students MUST sign up for google classroom.  Assignments will be posted and submitted here.  

Classroom Codes:

A Day Period 1: 
ltio34




B Day Period 2A/2B:
3iwbbi

Required Materials:

· 2 pencils

· 2 blue or black pens

· 1 highlighter

· Loose leaf paper to fill 3 ring binder (binder will be provided) OR a notebook dedicated only to science class
· Folder

· Colored pencils 

· Earbuds that can plug into a computer

Grading Policy:
The grading system for Environmental Science is as follows:
Tests/Projects





35%

Quizzes
/Binder Checks




25%

Classwork/Class Participation



25%

Homework





15%
	
	
	


Absences:
When students are absent from class for any reason, they will be expected to complete the work that they missed.  It is the student’s responsibility to ensure their work does not suffer because of absences.  Upon return to school they should check the absence work folder for their class and fill out an absence slip for that day so that additional work can be provided to them.  They will be given 1 day per day absent to make up their work.  Regular and prompt class attendance is an essential part of the educational experience. Students will accept full responsibility for ensuring their work does not suffer because of absences. 
Missed Classes/Lateness:

Students are expected to come to class everyday and to arrive on time.  If students do not come to class they will be marked as though they are cutting class.  If they come late, they will be marked unexcused late.  In order to avoid unexcused absences and lateness, students MUST bring a pass explaining why they were not in class.  
If students miss class without a pass, they will be written up for cutting class and will not be allowed to make up the work for that day.  
Homework:

Homework will be assigned on Monday of every week.  It will be due on Friday.  If homework is handed in before Friday, extra credit points will be received.  

Late assignments:

Assignments should be handed in by the deadline given.  If students choose to hand in assignments late, 10 points will be deducted for every additional day they take to complete assignments.  
Class Participation:

Students are expected to act in a professional manner in class, meaning that they are participating in a positive manner and not acting in a manner which prevents others from learning or makes others feel unsafe.  Students will be given 20 participation points for each day of the week, totaling 100 points for the full week.  As long as students are actively listening and participating, they keep their 20 points.  If they are acting in a manner which prevents students from learning they will lose 1 point per incident.  If students lose all 20 points for the day, their parents/guardians will be contacted.  Any of the following will result in a subtraction of points from the participation grade:
· Sleeping 

· Failure to complete classwork

· Being unprepared for class

· Use of cell phone or other technology at unapproved times

· Listening to headphones during lecture

· Talking at unapproved times

· Disruptive/disrespectful behavior which interferes with the learning process of others (ex: throwing items across the room, roughhousing, yelling)
· Not cleaning up your area before leaving 
Electronic Device Policy:

Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed to be used during class time.  Students will be asked to put their phones on silent/do not disturb and place their phone in a designated area of the classroom.  If they do so, they will gain extra credit points which will be added to their final grade for the marking period.  If they choose to keep their cell phones, they must put them on silent and keep them in their bags.  Students may NOT charge their phones in class. Students may not get up repeatedly to check their phones during class time. 
Food and Drink:

Students are allowed to have a closed bottle of water in class.  Any other food and drink items should be placed in a designated area of the classroom and taken when the students leave for their next class. 
Extra Credit:
Students may gain extra credit by:

· Participating in the electronic device/extra credit program

Or by completing one of the following assignments:
· Reading an article about a topic in environmental science in a newspaper, magazine or on the internet and writing a one-page summary and a one-paragraph reaction.
· Watch a documentary related to a topic in environmental science and writing a one-page summary and a one-paragraph reaction.
· Maximum of 3 per marking period.  Each assignment is worth 2 points on your marking period average IF done correctly.  
Extra Help:

If you are having trouble with this class, come to me immediately and we can schedule a time that I can work with you.  If you wait until the end of the marking period, it will be TOO LATE.  
Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Integrity:
Students should not copy information from websites, books, etc. word for word without citing references.  If plagiarism is suspected students will be given a zero for that assignment.  First time offenders will be allowed to redo the assignment for a reduced grade.   

Students should not copy/share assignments with their classmates.  If this is suspected students will share the grade for the assignment.  If students are suspected of cheating on tests, quizzes or exams they will receive an automatic zero on the assessment. 
Classroom Expectations: 
The classroom is a place of learning and will be treated as such.  You are expected to follow the rules of the classroom in addition to the rules of the school.

1. BE RESPECTFUL- This is the most important classroom rule!  I will show you respect and you should show me respect in turn.  Please be respectful of your classmates, their opinions and differences.  Be respectful of your work.  
2. BE PROFESSIONAL- No foul language or inappropriate comments/conversation
3. BE POSITIVE- Keep a positive mindset and support each other in a positive manner. 
4. ARRIVE ON TIME -You must be in class BEFORE the late bell.
5. BE PREPARED AND ORGANIZED- Please arrive with all of your supplies for class.  Keep all of your supplies well organized so that you can find them as soon as you enter the room.

6. BE FOCUSED AND PRODUCTIVE- Listen quietly to all instructions.  Listen when others are speaking.  Work on completing assignments given throughout class.  
7. SPEAK IN TURN AND USE YOUR INSIDE VOICE - If you have a question or comment, PLEASE RAISE YOUR HAND, do not call out.  When speaking to others, control the volume of your voice, DO NOT YELL.

8. KEEP HANDS TO YOURSELF- No fighting, roughhousing, smacking, play fighting or touching someone else’s belongings

9. WALK TO NAVIGATE THE CLASSROOM-If you need to move around the room, WALK, do not run or wheel around the room in your chair. 

10.  BE CLEAN- Please keep your area neat and clean.  Do not draw on desks, walls, or books. Check the floor for dropped items before you leave. You will be expected to clean any messes made while you were in the classroom.
11. WAIT TO BE DISMISSED- At the end of the period, remain seated until I dismiss you.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please fill out and sign below: Please write clearly. 
I have read and discussed the requirements and grading policy for Environmental Science class and agree to assume responsibility, as a student, to meet and follow them. 
Student Name (Print)_______________________ Student Signature__________________________ Date________ 
I have read and discussed the requirements and grading policy for this class and agree to assume responsibility, as a parent/guardian, to support my child in meeting and following them.

Parent/Guardian Name (Print)_______________________Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ Date______________
Language Spoken _________________________________________ 
Home Phone______________________ Cell Phone__________________________  
Email Address_______________________________ Do you check your email? __________________
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